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PURPOSE
 
College campuses are battlegrounds. The left knows how to organize and for too 
long the right has fallen behind in the development of grassroots tactics that build 
strong, effective activist groups.

The purpose of this book is to train, inspire, and equip campus activists with the 
skills and knowledge needed to build strong student organizations and have a 
major impact. We need you on the frontlines. 

Turning Point USA is building an army of educated, empowered, and organized 
activists that promote fiscal responsibility and limited government.

Whether you’re a TPUSA chapter leader, or a member of a different student 
organization, this book can provide you with the tools and strategies needed to be 
an effective and organized group.
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ABOUT TURNING POINT USA
 
Turning Point USA is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization that exists to identify, 
empower, and organize student activists that believe in fiscal responsibility and 
limited government. The organization also seeks to educate students about public 
policy, current events, and major challenges facing our country. 

The mission is simple. TPUSA is becoming the grassroots army of the right.

TPUSA has a presence on over 750 college campuses across the country, 
and its reach covers all 50 states.

The organization employs a team of full-time Field Coordinators that work to identify 
activists, launch chapters, organize activism initiatives, educate students, and offer 
voter registration services to students in TPUSA networks.
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In the fall of 2014 TPUSA organized a national Big Government Sucks campaign 
and identified, registered, and organized over 50,000 young conservatives 
across the country. This type of grassroots infrastructure on college campuses is 
unprecedented. 

Through issue-advocacy tabling, innovative messaging, and tireless dedication 
TPUSA is able to not only identify the base, but also expand it.

TPUSA designs hundreds of pieces of custom activism supplies and materials 
including posters, banners, flyers, rally signs, buttons, stickers, t-shirts, and more. 
The content and messaging is strategically designed to reach young people with 
compelling and culturally-relevant arguments. 

Turning Point USA is proud to partner with many organizations including National 
School Choice Week, The Leadership Institute, TruthRevolt, the David Horrowicz 
Freedom Center, The Heartland Institute, True the Vote, The Heritage Foundation, 
Heritage Action, Ayn Rand Institute, The Steamboat Institute, Open the Books, and 
the Intercollegiate Studies Institute.

Through its Free Market Alliance TPUSA is able to partner with over 600 pro-free 
market student groups on college campuses across the country. Rather than 
dividing and competing for membership TPUSA forms partnerships with like-
minded groups and equips the activists with training, materials, and activism plans 
that generate results.

Since its founding TPUSA has produced many original 
publications including 10 Common Economic Myths,  
How to Organize, Capitalism Cures, How to Debate Your 
Teacher (And Win!), 10 Ways Big Government Harms 
You, The Healthcare Games, and Indoctrination 
Prevention. 
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Hundreds of thousands of copies have been distributed in high schools and 
colleges across the country.

Turning Point USA staff members and student activists are part of the Speakers 
Bureau, a group of talented young professionals that speak on behalf of TPUSA 
at events, conferences, rallies, and meetings. Speakers Bureau members give 
speeches about Turning Point USA and its ground game operations, as well as the 
many challenges facing the next generation. 

The Columnist Program provides over 600 student writers with the opportunity to 
have their columns published on a national platform. Each week TPUSA publishes 
dozens of columns from talented writers across the nation.

Every year Turning Point USA sponsors a group of dedicated students to serve 
as Ambassadors at the Conservative Political Action Conference in Washington, 
DC. Ambassadors receive scholarships to attend the conference and help TPUSA 
by staffing the booth, recruiting new members, and growing the TPUSA brand at 
CPAC.

At CPAC 2014 TPUSA recruited over 3,000 
new members. This strategic outreach allows 
TPUSA’s membership to grow every year, 
and the Ambassador Program provides 
students with a once in a lifetime opportunity 
to experience the biggest and best activist 
conference in America.
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MISSION STATEMENT
 
Turning Point USA educates students about the importance of fiscal responsibility, 
free markets, and limited government. Through non-partisan debate, dialogue, 
and discussion, Turning Point USA believes that every young person can be 
enlightened to true free market values.

TPUSA activists strive to:

Educate students about the importance of fiscal responsibility, limited 
government, and free markets. With innovative messaging techniques 
and strategic outreach methods TPUSA is able to educate thousands 
of college students each day.

Identify student activists in every corner of the country who believe 
in limited government and individual liberty. TPUSA activists are the 
community organizers of the right.

Register students to vote. TPUSA has helped thousands of college 
students apply for voter registration and access vote-by-mail ballots.

Empower young activists to get involved in the fight for free markets 
and limited government. Through building strong campus networks, 
organizing conferences and training workshops, and equipping 
activists with the knowledge and strategies needed to combat the left. 
TPUSA empowers young people to make a difference within their own 
campus and community.

Organize young activists in chapters and networks on colleges across 
the country. TPUSA believes there is strength in organization, and our 
activists work tirelessly to build grassroots networks on every college 
campus in America.

Mobilize students who believe in free markets. Email lists don’t mean 
anything if they aren’t used properly. TPUSA mobilizes its activist 
networks to get involved in activism, issue-advocacy, public policy 
education, and grassroots organization.
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JOIN TURNING POINT USA
 
We need you on the frontlines. Join Turning Point USA today to take a stand 
against big government.

Join: www.turningpointusa.net/GetInvolved

Become a Columnist: www.turningpointusa.net/opinion/columnist-apply

Work for TPUSA: www.turningpointusa.net/careers
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STARTING A  
CAMPUS GROUP
This chapter will provide you with the tips and strategies  

needed to launch a new Turning Point USA group on your 

campus. 

Note that the majority of this chapter pertains to college groups.  

If you’re looking to start a high school chapter, please read the 

“High School Chapters” section of this booklet.
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WHY START A TURNING POINT USA 
CHAPTER?

 
College campuses are known for being 
extremely liberal. Often times, there is no 
one there to give a voice to free markets and 
capitalism. TPUSA is here to fill that void.

Starting a Turning Point USA chapter allows you to build an organized network 
of students who value our mission, educate students about the importance of 
fiscal responsibility, free markets and limited government, and create a more 
economically aware and informed student body.

As a Turning Point USA chapter leader you will be able to identify, rally, and 
organize students who believe in our cause. You’ll also be in a position to bring our 
message to new audiences, and raise awareness about important economic issues 
that matter most to you.

Turning Point USA will provide you with all the resources you need. From training, 
to free materials, to field staff support, TPUSA will be there to help you and your 
chapter succeed.

HOW TO START A NEW 
TURNING POINT USA CHAPTER
 
Now that we’ve told you why you should start a Turning Point USA chapter on your 
campus, it’s time to get the wheels in motion! 

Upon deciding to start a Turning Point USA chapter you should register your new 
group with TPUSA’s National Headquarters and sign-up for a Chapter Starter Kit at 
www.turningpointusa.net/chapters/start. 

Someone from our team will personally reach out to you to help you plan, prepare, 
and organize for your new group. You’ll also receive a Chapter Starter Kit in the 
mail that includes recruitment materials, posters, buttons, stickers, brochures 
booklets, informational flyers, t-shirts, and more. All of the materials can be used to 
help you recruit new members and build excitement for your group on campus.

If you have a question about starting a chapter you can email our team directly at 
chapters@turningpointusa.net. 
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SCHOOL RECOGNITION
 
Most schools have a standard process that needs to be completed before a new 
student organization can be officially recognized on campus. 

While this process can be long and cumbersome, it is an important step in ensuring 
that your TPUSA chapter will have access to school resources, privileges, and 
funding.

Where to Start

If you are not familiar with your school’s requirements for new student organizations, 
start by visiting your school’s Student Activities website. There you should be able 
to find information about starting a new group, or information about who to contact. 

Learn about the process and create a list of steps you need to accomplish. If 
possible, ask some of your prospective members to assist you with this process. 

The process varies at each school, but TPUSA has provided some common 
requirements for new groups.

Prospective Member List/Student Petition

Some schools require group leaders to gather a list of prospective members.  
This is to ensure that the new group would garner enough interest on campus. 

If you haven’t already found a group of interested members, you can start by 
reaching out to peers through social media, e-mail, and word-of-mouth.

TPUSA’s Field Team is also available to help you recruit new members or gauge 
interest on campus. One of our team members will come to your school to help 
you identify prospective members for your chapter. See our Staff Directory on the 
TPUSA website to be put in touch with your local Field Coordinator.

Chapter Constitution

Most schools require new groups to present a Constitution for the club. TPUSA has 
a sample Constitution on the website that you can download, edit, and print.

Student Government Approval

It is common for new groups to need approval from student government. This 
may require you or another member to attend a student government meeting to 
represent the group and request approval. Take these meetings seriously and leave 
a good impression. 
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Advisors

Some schools require that new groups find a faculty advisor for the club. 
Sometimes the advisor can be a graduate student, and other times it needs  
to be a professor. 

If you are not sure where to start, you can reach out to professors in fields such  
as Political Science, Economics, and History.  

If you have trouble finding an advisor for your club, reach out to TPUSA for 
assistance. Our team is here to help you with whatever you need to get your 
student group approved on campus.

Blocking New Student Groups

If you feel that your group was unfairly denied recognition at your school please 
reach out to a member of the TPUSA team. Our staff will be happy to help you 
advocate for your right to bring your TPUSA chapter to campus. 

MEMBERSHIP RECRUITMENT
 
If you’re going to build a successful student group you need to identify a committed 
group of activists to help. There are several ways you can do this, and we’ve 
outlined a few ideas below.

Campus Recruitment Drives

One of the easiest ways to recruit new members is to host a recruitment drive on 
your campus. 

To do this you will need:

• One folding table
• Sign-up sheets and pens or a laptop  
 (some way to collect contact info)
• Informational materials (brochures, booklets,   
 etc. that explain what TPUSA is and what your  
 chapter does)
• Giveaways (snacks, buttons, stickers, pens, etc.)

TPUSA offers all-inclusive activism kits for newly forming groups. You can order 
one for free on the TPUSA website at www.turningpointusa.net/orderkits. 

To prepare for your recruitment drive you’ll need to plan a date, time, and location 
for the event. You know your campus best, so pick the busiest time; weekdays are 
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almost always better than weekends. Try to pick a 
high-traffic location on campus to set-up your table 
such as the quad, the cafeteria, or the student 
union. 

Some schools will provide a table for you. Contact 
student activities or student life to find out if you 
can reserve one.

During your recruitment event, be sure to make your table set-up as inviting and 
visually appealing as possible. Display posters and banners so that your group 
name and message is clear. Have giveaways on your table such as buttons, 
stickers, and t-shirts (students love free stuff!). The most important item to have is 
a sign-up sheet or a laptop to collect contact information. Be sure that the sign-up 
method is prepared and easy to access on the table.

When you’re ready to start recruiting, stand in 
front of your table and start talking! Ask students, 
“Do you think big government sucks?” or “Would 
you like to hear about a new club we’re starting 
on campus?” Find an introductory sentence that 
works for you and use it!

Sometimes it’s useful to hand out materials as you talk to students. Whether you’re 
handing out books, flyers, or another item, students are drawn to free stuff. 

Remember to stay focused on the goal while you and your co-leaders/members 
are recruiting. If you talk to each other too much, or if you’re looking down at your 
phone or looking bored, it makes you seem unapproachable. Get excited and talk 
to new faces!

As you find students who are interested in your group it’s important to keep their 
contact information organized. You can start an Excel spreadsheet, use Google 
Drive, or pick a different way to store names, emails, and phone numbers. You 
should have one central list for group member information. 

After a successful recruitment drive be sure to contact your new members as 
quickly as possible to tell them about upcoming events and opportunities with 
your student group. Send a text or call your best recruits, and email everyone! 
It’s important to follow-up before people lose interest. Give your new members 
something to put on the calendar so they feel committed, and keep sending 
reminders. Communication is key to turning your new recruits into core members.
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Person-to-Person Interaction 

One of the most effective ways to recruit new members is to ask your core 
members and leaders to ask a few of their friends to join the group. It’s easy to 
ignore a flyer, but it’s harder to turn down a personal invitation to attend a club 
meeting or event. 

Social Media Outreach and Promotion 
Another way to identify new members is to promote your new group on social 
media. Create an event and invite your friends, or just post to your social media 
network. The more exposure, the better! You would be surprised at how many 
students believe in our values but are afraid to say anything because they don’t 
realize anyone else agrees.

YOUR FIRST MEETING
 

Holding your first student group meeting shouldn’t 
be scary - it should be exciting! This is a chance to 
turn potential interest into club members. Therefore, 
the purpose of this meeting is to get to know those 
who may become the core members of your group.

The biggest question you probably have is what to do at your meeting.  

Here are a few ideas:

• Provide an overview of Turning Point USA; review your  
 chapter’s mission statement
• Talk about the ways to get involved with your TPUSA chapter such  
 as leadership roles, event planning, and activism opportunities 
• Talk about the ways to get involved with the national TPUSA organization  
 such as becoming a columnist, serving as an Ambassador at CPAC, etc. 
• Introduce your chapter leadership
• Ask if anyone is interested in becoming a leader
• Ask what others would like to see your chapter do in the future

However, no matter what you do at your meeting, the most important thing you 
can do is make first time visitors feel like they belong. Even if someone loves free 
markets and is passionate about Turning Point USA’s message, they won’t stay if 
they feel awkward, ignored, or out of place. It is YOUR JOB as a leader to make 
your chapter seem friendly and inviting. A student may come for free markets, but 
they’ll stick around for friends.
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A great way to make sure your meeting attendees come back to your next meeting 
is by talking about club t-shirts. Take down their t-shirt size and collect money from 
them right there, on the spot. Tell the potential members that they can pick up their 
t-shirt at the next meeting. Something as simple as a purchased t-shirt will create 
both a sense of Turning Point USA pride, and an incentive to come back to the next 
meeting.

So how do you get people to come to this meeting in the first place?

Great question.

The short answer is advertising, tabling, and friends. 

Advertise with fliers, make announcements 
in your classes, and don’t forget to 
promote on social media. If you’ve done 
tabling for recruitment, email, text, or call 
all of your contacts to let them know about 
the meeting.

You should table during the hours leading 
up to the meeting, as a way to specifically 
promote the meeting. Let students know 
you’ll be “gathering in 30 minutes” and 
they can “swing by to get some pizza.” 
(Make sure that you do indeed have pizza 
if you say this.)

When all else fails, bring your friends. Your friends are likely to know people 
you don’t know. No matter how small of a turnout at your first meeting, don’t get 
discouraged. Just like anything else in life, building relationships take time.

YOUR FIRST EVENT
 
There are many types of events that you can host as your first event: a speaker, 
a debate, or a campus activism initiative, just to name a few. No matter what the 
event, you want it to be a good one since it’s your chapter’s introduction to campus! 

When choosing your first event, think about what might be most relevant to your 
campus community or a big population of students on campus. Do you have a 
large nursing program at your school? Consider a panel on healthcare. Does your 
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school have a well-known business 
program? Host an event highlighting 
the values of free markets and 
entrepreneurialism. Is there an 
active ‘students for socialism’ club on 
campus? Host a debate to debunk 
the so-called successes of big 
government. 

Once you choose the format of your event, you may start wondering if anyone is 
going to show up. Always market your events to your contact list, friends, and any 
departments on campus that may be relevant to the event topic. In fact, see if those 
departments are willing to co-sponsor the event with you!

It is also important that your chapter membership attends. A good way to make sure 
each member attends is to assign him/her a duty at the event. If a few members 
are in charge of setting up and another will be introducing the speaker, you can 
guarantee they will all be in attendance!

If your event is held inside, make sure to reserve a room that is a little smaller than 
what you would normally use for your expected turnout. This will make it more likely 
for your event to be packed with standing-room-only... making it easier for your 
event to be a huge success!! 

On the day of the event, give yourself 
plenty of time to set up. Be sure to start 
and end your event on time; no one will 
come to your next event if they feel like 
you wasted their time. At the beginning 
of the event, welcome everyone and 
tell them about your chapter and about 
Turning Point USA. Ask everyone in 
attendance to sign in (collect their contact 
info) so you can have record of their 
attendance and let them know about 
future events.

If you use these tips when planning an event you are passionate about, you’ll be 
sure to have a successful first event.
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DEVELOPING AN ONLINE PRESENCE
 
In order to expand your reach and communicate with students it’s important to 
develop a strong online presence for your student group. Some students use 
Facebook more than they check their email, so using social media can be a 
valuable communication tool. 

It may be useful to designate one member as the Digital Outreach Coordinator  
or Social Media Director. 

Social Media

We recommend starting official pages for your group 
on Facebook and Twitter, as well as any other popular 
social media channels at your school. On the pages be 
sure to clearly articulate your group’s name, mission, 
and objectives, and provide contact information for 
people who would like to get involved.

Update the pages regularly with upcoming events, meeting dates, and other 
important announcements. Post pictures of ongoing and past events, and use 
social media as free advertisement for your group.

School Website

Some schools have websites for student groups to use to post events,  
meetings, and opportunities to get involved. If your school sponsors a website  
for extracurricular activities and student groups be sure to develop a presence  
for your chapter on that page.

HIGH SCHOOL GROUPS
 

Turning Point USA is willing to sponsor high 
school chapters at schools with a dedicated 
student leader. If you are interested in bringing 
TPUSA to your high school, please contact our 
team at chapters@turningpointusa.net. 

The processes and rules for starting a high school group vary widely from school  
to school; our team will provide individual guidance as needed.
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MAINTAINING A 
CAMPUS GROUP
We’ve given you the guidelines for how to start a group. 

Now we’re going to explore ways to build, grow, and keep 

your group going strong!
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INTERNAL COMMUNICATION
 
Many campus groups suffer the slow death of inadequate communication. With so 
many students doing so many different things, the ability to communicate effectively 
is essential. There are many forms of communication and ways to communicate 
appropriately with groups of people. Something not taught in school anymore is 
professional e-mail formatting. This format can be applied to new members, outside 
groups, administration, media, and member newsletters. 

Mr./Ms/Title of group/etc.,

My name is _______ and I am contacting you today (for/on the behalf  
of ______) 

The body of the e-mail should follow your introduction. No one reads mile 
long e-mails unless they are obligated to. Keep your paragraphs short  
and to the point so the reader knows exactly why you are contacting them 
and does not lose a large chunk of time sorting through a lot of nothing. 
Bold important dates and information.

Your final paragraph should thank the recipient for taking the time to read 
the e-mail and to reiterate that they may contact you with any questions or 
concerns they may have.

Best,

Your name/your group name

Communicating with Board Members and Club Officers
Keeping leadership up to date and aware of what is going on with members and 
activism is important to maintaining a successful group. If your leaders do not know 
what is going on it is likely your members do not either. 

Every group is different; group e-mails, texts, or even weekly/bi-weekly officer 
meetings may work for one group and not for another. It is important that the 
leadership is consulted to establish the best form of communication for everyone. 

Member Communication

Your group of people may be most effectively communicated with via e-mail. 
A club roster will keep all student names and e-mails readily available and 
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make communication as well as tracking active members much easier. It can 
be beneficial to just make this list into a contact thread and use it to send out a 
member newsletter. This newsletter should provide information about upcoming 
activism, member opportunities, and encouragement to provide ideas for activism 
and events. 

If your members are aware of upcoming events and opportunities they are 
more likely to participate. If more people are engaged in a project it is likely to 
interest more outside students. The increased interest of other students comes 
with potential new members as well as increased recognition of campus, which 
sometimes can include financial bonuses from the administration. 

The Importance of Timing

It can be safe to assume that if you e-mail your members with 
important information an hour before an event they will not 
read the e-mail. To get the most out of your communication 
it is important to remember that everyone in your group has 
obligations to work and to school as well. E-mails containing 
important information should be sent at least 24 hours before 
the event or issue needs to be resolved. 

Sending an e-mail on a Friday or Saturday night is likely to be met with a response 
on Sunday. The best chance for a same-day response is to send an e-mail before 
4 on a week day. By doing this you are more likely to have your e-mail read before 
the end of the day and would likely be able to expect a response by the evening. 

For more time sensitive communication calling is the best course of action. This is 
especially true for instances in which the administration loses your paperwork. At 
that point do not e-mail student affairs, call student affairs, or better yet show up in 
their office. 

NEVER ENDING RECRUITMENT
 
Once you have a core group of members there’s a lot you can do. No matter 
how big your group gets, though, you must remain committed to never-ending 
recruitment. The group is never too big, and you should always be willing to 
welcome new members into your chapter.

TPUSA recommends recruiting at least three (3) times per semester. You can do 
this by attending organization fairs at your school, tabling, or recruiting at events 
hosted by your chapter. 



  turning point usa  HOW TO ORGANIZE “WINNING THE BATTLE ON COLLEGE CAMPUSES”  |  page 19

Make it a group goal to grow the chapter every year. Your group will have strength 
in numbers, and it’s important to have open doors for anyone who wants to join.

ORGANIZATION FAIRS
 

Whether you’re a new student group or a well-established 
chapter, be sure to attend your school’s organization fair. This 
is an event in which all school clubs and organizations set-up 
tables to recruit new members and talk about what they do 
during the year. Most schools have one organization fair in 
the fall and one in the spring. It’s important for your chapter to 
attend these events to identify new members and spread the 
word about your group! 

PHOTO DOCUMENTATION
 
Pictures or it didn’t happen. That’s true with everything, especially your student group. 

Whether you’re tabling, hosting an event, recruiting, or meeting with your members 
it’s important to capture the moment in photos and videos.

Once you have photo documentation, share it! Post your pictures on Facebook, 
Twitter, and your group’s website. Whenever you tweet a picture be sure to use 
#BigGovSucks so @TurningPointUSA can retweet it!

Here are some examples of great pictures taken by TPUSA student group leaders:
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ADVERTISING FOR EVENTS  
AND MEETINGS
 
Whether you’re hosting a chapter meeting or planning a school-wide debate, 
it’s essential to know how to advertise for events. 

Signage

One of the most effective ways to promote 
your event is through the use of signage. 
You can make your own posters or have 
them printed, but this doesn’t need to be an 
expensive form of advertising. 

Be sure your poster designs are neat, 
organized, and clear. The event name, 

purpose, date, time, and location should be easy to identify. 

Once you’ve created signage, start posting it around your campus in highly visible 
locations. Some suggested locations include residence halls, cafeterias, the library, 
classroom hallways, and the student union. Think about where you see posters on 
campus and place your signage in the most visible places you can find. 

Some schools offer free printing for officially recognized student groups. Take some 
time to learn about what your school offers and use the resources that are available 
to you. 

TPUSA is happy to provide chapters with flyers, posters, and other printed 
promotional material as needed. Contact chapters@turningpointusa.net to  
discuss your request.

Campus Newspapers

At some schools the campus newspapers 
are very popular. If that’s the case at your 
school, consider purchasing some ad 
space or asking the paper to run a story on 
your event. Usually the papers are looking 
for content, so they’ll be excited to have 
someone come to them with something  
to publish. 

THEtpusa THURSDAY, OCTOBER 30th
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Palm Cards

Create a palm card that has the key details for your event such as purpose, 
date, time, and location. Stand in a popular place on campus and hand them out 
to students as they walk to class, or leave the cards on tables in the library, the 
cafeteria, or other places on campus.

Social Media

No matter what type of event you’re planning, social media is a great tool to 
promote it. Use your group’s social media pages to post about the event, and 
consider making an official Facebook event so group members can invite their 
friends. 

This is an easy way to promote your event and it’s something everyone can help 
with. Encourage your members to actively engage in event promotion through 
social media. 

Media Outreach

If your event is big enough, it may be useful to reach 
out to local media to help promote your event. Consider 
contacting local radio shows, newspapers, and popular 
online blogs. For tips on how to contact the media, see 
“Media For Your Group.”

Word of Mouth

Never underestimate the power of word of mouth.  
Invite 5 friends, and tell those friends to invite 5 friends. 
Ask all of your officers and members to bring a few 
friends, and have their friends do the same. It’s hard to 
decline a personal invitation! 

EARNING MEDIA FOR YOUR GROUP 
 
An important part of your campus activism is getting noticed. There are countless 
websites and news stories reporting on every time activism on campus has 
a left-of-center focus. This concentration is a contributing factor to why many 
conservative students feel they are outnumbered or unable to engage politically on 
campus. Part of being a successful activist is inspiring other activists to openly take 
part in sharing their beliefs on campus. There are many ways to inspire, but the 
furthest reaching one is media attention.
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What types of activities are worthy of media attention?

Not every activity you do will be sensational or catch the attention of the media,  
but that does not mean you cannot reach out. If you will be tabling all semester it 
can be beneficial to reach out to sympathetic media personalities with what you  
will be doing. Some things to include in your outreach are:

 
• Who you are/what you do 
• What your campus activism will be/some themes and issues  
 you will cover throughout the semester 
• Links to your organization’s website/social media 
• Contact information 

If your organization is doing something different, or even a little unheard of on 
campus, providing the aforementioned information will attract media interest and 
hopefully encourage them to promote your cause. A local talk radio program can  
go a long way in introducing people to new activism. 

Who do you contact?

Who you contact depends on the type of media you are attempting to reach. 
For larger programs and media the producer is a good place to start. Some 
smaller scale or local programs have direct e-mails to the program host or media 
personality. All of this information can be found relatively quickly through a Google 
search. 

With the local level hosts if you can build a relationship with the staff you will secure  
a go-to media platform. Provide valuable input and content they cannot get anywhere 
else, this is what will keep them coming to you for updates on your activism! 

Use Local Groups

Many communities have organizations that promote a similar cause to that which 
you are advocating for. These people are usually members of the communities 
with connections. Reaching out to these groups with the same information above 
can connect you to other people who will be interested in helping your group. 
Frequently they are so excited just to see young people being active that they will 
go out of their way to help you. 

MAKING A NAME FOR YOUR GROUP
 
An important component of being a part of a student organization is that the 
organization is taken seriously on campus. As a student you are likely familiar with 
the feeling of scrolling through your campus organization list and coming across 
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groups without a clear purpose. Their events are usually even more confusing. 
Don’t be those one of those groups. 

Maintaining a good working relationship with your administration is crucial. Know 
your schools policies for planning events and allocation of funds. This way no 
matter how much they may not approve of your events, excuses to not allow 
them are more difficult. Keep all interactions respectful and do not expect them to 
approve you for an event an hour before you would like to hold you event. 

Activism events should be well planned and have a purpose. Your events should be 
thought provoking and have a central point. Controversy with purpose is welcome; 
controversy without purpose will just make your group easier to write off as foolish. 
Affirmative Action Bake Sales for example are a sufficient way to rile some people 
up, but they have a purpose and message that goes with them. Conduct these 
kinds of events with a full understanding of your message and be confident in your 
responses to those who disagree and your group will be better for it. 

Engage with your school and community in other ways as well. Co-sponsor events 
or hold non-political community service projects, these will help boost your groups 
appearance with students who may not be as engaged as you. It can also create 
a casual forum for conversation about issues that are connected to your project 
that these students may not be aware of. Everything is an opportunity to bring the 
message to more students! 

BUILDING COMRADERY
 
You can have all the best activism plans in the world, but without a committed team 
the impact is minimal. TPUSA encourages student group leaders to organize events 
and activities that build comradery amongst members. Whether it’s a movie night, 
bowling event, bonfire, pizza party, or another type of social event, any reason to 
bring the group together for some teambuilding and friendship is a good one. 
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ACTIVISM IDEAS
TPUSA has provided a collection of campus activism ideas that 

you can replicate, modify, or use to brainstorm your own ideas. 

The goal of campus activism is to promote the key principles of 

your student group, which in our case are fiscal responsibility, 
free markets, and limited government. 
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ISSUE ADVOCACY TABLING 
 
Turning Point USA encourages chapter leaders to organize tabling events to 
educate other students and recruit new members.

How to Prepare for a Tabling Event

Pick a time, date, and location for your tabling event. Talk with your group members 
to find a time that works for everyone. TPUSA suggests tabling between 10am and 
3pm. 

Reserve a table or tabling location through your school if possible. Many schools 
will provide the folding table for you if you are a registered student group on 
campus.

Organize your group. Inform members of the tabling event and remind them to 
attend. Create a sign-up form if you’re doing shifts. Make sure everyone knows 
what to wear, bring, and do at the event. 

Be prepared to collect contact information. Whether you collect it on a tablet, 
laptop, or sign-up card, you’ll want to be ready to write down the names, emails, 
and phone numbers of students who are interested in joining your club.

Make a packing list for your tabling event and determine who is responsible for 
bringing each item. We suggest you bring: 

• Folding Table
• Sign-Up Cards
• Pens (bring a lot!) 
• Candy/Candy Dish
• TPUSA Brochures
• Issue-Advocacy Flyers
• TPUSA Publications
• Posters and Rally Signs
• Buttons/Stickers/Giveaways 
• Mission Statement Palm Cards
• TPUSA Display Banner

How to Set-Up the Table

Make your table as organized, neat, and visually appealing as possible. Put the 
pens and sign-up cards near the front so students can easily leave their contact 
information.
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Use banners and posters to make your message and group name clear. If you’re 
using TPUSA posters place them in front of the table or on easels.

During the Tabling Event

Stand in front of your table and put your phone 
away. It’s important to look engaged and 
energetic. Tabling with friends is a lot of fun, but be 
sure to stay focused on recruiting new members 
and talking with students who walk by; too much 
inner-group conversation can make your group 
seem cliquey and unapproachable.

Approach students who walk by with questions like, “Do you think big government 
sucks?” or “Can I offer you some free books?” Get creative with what you ask and 
adapt your questions as needed.
 
As students stop and approach your table, offer some of your materials and ask 
them about the issue you’re focusing on at the table (examples include minimum 
wage, Obamacare, taxes, etc.). Try to learn what the student thinks about the issue.

If the student seems to agree with your perspective, tell him or her about your club 
and invite them to join. Collect their contact information on a tablet, computer, sign-up 
card or sign-up sheet and tell them more about what your chapter does on campus. 

If the student doesn’t agree, tell them about your perspective and why you believe 
what you do. Use the conversation as an opportunity to educate the student and 
any bystanders witnessing the conversation. Never underestimate the power 
of those conversations; that’s how we change minds. Debate respectfully and 
articulately.

As the student leaves offer him or her flyers, books, and other resources that 
articulate the viewpoint you hold. 

After the Tabling Event

After tabling it is important to clean up your space and store leftover materials  
in a safe place. If you borrowed a table from the school, be sure to return it to the 
proper location.

Just like we talked about in the “Membership Recruitment” section, the next 
most important thing to do is follow-up with new contacts. This should be done 
immediately while your group is still fresh in people’s minds. Contact your new 
recruits about upcoming chapter meetings, chapter events, and opportunities to  
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get involved in club operations. 

TPUSA provides activists with free resources for tabling including sign-up materials, 
flyers, posters, buttons, stickers, banners, and t-shirts. To request an activism kit, 
please visit www.turningpointusa.net/orderkits. 

TPUSA Original Theme: The Healthcare Games

TPUSA believes that connecting current events with culture is a 
great way to get students engaged in public policy. The more you 
can connect public policy with what’s happening in Hollywood and 
on TV, the more students will be interested in what you have to say.

“The Healthcare Games” activism event was inspired by the Hunger Games movie, 
and the goal is to teach students that when government runs healthcare the  
odds are never in your favor.

TPUSA offers custom supplies for this event including posters, flyers, and The 
Healthcare Games publications. Be sure to order a kit from TPUSA prior to 
planning your activism event. 

Once you have your materials you’ll want to pick a day for a tabling event. Try to 
find a time that works well for the majority of your members. This is an event your 
group members won’t want to miss!

The goal is to design your table with the Healthcare Games theme. Display our 
materials and add some of your own. 

HUMAN DEBT CLOCK 
 
The national debt is so high that it’s often hard to truly understand. One way your 
chapter can help educate students about the dangerously high national debt is 
through building a human debt clock.

To prepare for the event you’ll need poster board, markers, and a lot of people! 
You’ll also need to research the national debt. TPUSA recommends using the U.S. 
Debt Clock at www.usdebtclock.org. The number changes every second, so you’ll 
have to estimate what the debt will be at the time of your event. 

Next you’ll need to make a poster/sign for each number in the national debt. If 
you’re short on people, each person can hold 2 signs. 

Turning Point USA • 217 ½ Illinois Street • Lemont, Illinois 60439 
501(c)(3) Non-Profit Organization • www.turningpointusa.net
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Pick a day to organize your group on campus and have everyone hold the signs. 
Have a few members staff a table nearby so you can talk to students about what 
you’re doing and why the national debt is a big issue.

If you want to make your point even more clear, consider adding signage that 
articulates your viewpoint. You can order signs from TPUSA or make your own.

You’ll also want to have literature to distribute to students who are interested in 
learning about this issue. TPUSA has National Debt Informational Flyers that are 
great for giving to students.

Find someone to take a picture of your human debt clock. The image is incredibly 
powerful. 

CUT THE DEBT 
 
Another fun way to educate your peers about the national debt is to organize 
a “Cut the Debt” activism event.

For this you will need:

• Cake
• Plates
• Forks
• Napkins
• National Debt Flyers (provided by TPUSA)
• Table/Location to Set-Up

To prepare for the event you’ll need to determine the student share of the national 
debt. TPUSA has a student debt clock on the website at www.turningpointusa.net.

Once you know the number, you’ll need order or make a cake that has a student’s 
share of the national debt written on the cake. Ideally you want the number written 
on every piece of cake. 
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It is also important to select a location for this event. The best idea is to pick a high-
traffic area on campus such as the quad, the student union, a dining hall, or outside 
a large academic building or dorm room.

Prior to your event, advertise for it! Make your peers aware that there will be free cake 
on campus! Also, be sure to get as many of your chapter officers and members to 
help as possible. It takes at least 3-4 people to run this event successfully. 

On the day of your event, arrive early to set-up the table and get organized. You’ll 
want to set up your cake, as well as national debt flyers (request online from 
TPUSA), information about your chapter, and other TPUSA giveaways. Use this 
event as a recruitment opportunity, too! Have sign-up sheets available so students 
can join your group if they’re interested. 

As students come up for a piece of cake ask if they know their share of the national 
debt (chances are they won’t know). Tell them that you’ll cut them their piece, 
then show them the number on the their slice of cake. This is a great opportunity 
to start a conversation about the danger of our national debt. Make sure every 
student leaves with a piece of cake and a flyer that summarizes the issue and why 
it matters.

CAMPUS BLITZING 
 
Turning Point USA provides countless posters, rally signs, and appealing graphics 
that can be used to advertise your viewpoints on campus.

To organize a campus blitzing initiative, all you need are a few of your favorite 
posters from TPUSA. Some examples are below. 

Next, pick some areas on campus to display these posters. You can put them in 
windows, on bulletin boards, free speech walls, and more. 

This is an easy way to spread your ideas and inform your peers without spending a 
lot of time or money. 



page 30  |  turning point usa HOW TO ORGANIZE “WINNING THE BATTLE ON COLLEGE CAMPUSES” 

THE WALKING DEBT 
 

The Walking Debt is a great way to bring 
national debt awareness to your campus! 
This activism event can be successful with 
anywhere from 5 to 50+ participants. You will 
need the following supplies.

TPUSA does an annual Walking Debt event 
every fall, but your chapter can do it anytime. 
Contact chapters@turningpointusa.net if 
you need materials or advice for this event.

• The Walking Debt posters and flyers (TPUSA will provide)
• Black and red face makeup 
• Signs with the student portion of the national debt that  
 you can hang around your neck
• School spirited apparel

Gather as many students as you can. Once you have a group of students, choose 
a day and time that works best for everyone to host the event. 

Rally your group, dressed in school apparel, and “zombify” yourselves. Then, take 
to the streets. It is important to plan your route before the event. This event is on 
the move, so think about high traffic areas and your school’s landmarks and be 
sure to cover these areas. 

Spend 2 to 3 hours, preferably at the busiest time of day on your campus, walking 
the streets distributing flyers and spreading national debt awareness. Be sure to 
take plenty of pictures, especially at well-known places on campus.

PETITIONS 
 
Circulating petitions are a great way to get students talking about important issues. 

First, pick an issue that will generate interest on your campus. The issue can be 
local, campus-based, or a state-wide or national issue. Whether you create a 
petition to save Uber in a specific city, or a petition to repeal Obamacare, make 
sure the issue is relevant to your peers.

THEtpusa THURSDAY, OCTOBER 30th
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Once you’ve determined an issue, you need to create a physical petition. You’ll 
want the petition to double-up as a sign-up sheet for your club, so be sure there is a 
spot for name, email, and phone number. 

What you do with the petition will depend on what the topic. If the petition was 
about a campus issue, you could present it to your school’s administration. If the 
petition was about a national issue, you could tally up the signatures and write 
about the results in your school’s newspaper. Think about the best way to make a 
meaningful impact based on the issue at hand. 

VOTER REGISTRATION DRIVES 
 
Hosting a voter registration drive on campus is a great way to help your peers get 
ready to actively participate in the voting process. 

It is important to recognize and know the 
many federal, state, and school-wide laws and 
regulations that pertain to voter registration. 
While this booklet is intended to be a guide, it is 
imperative that you research the laws for your state 
and the guidelines for your campus prior to hosting 
a voter registration drive. 

Some states require you to become a Deputy Registrar prior to helping others get 
registered to vote. Sometimes the process for this can be long, so plan ahead and 
learn about what you need to do to register people to vote in your state. 

You should also contact your school to see what campus policies are in place 
for voter registration drives. Some schools require you to register your voter 
registration drive through the school’s activity/student life office prior to the event.

Next you’ll need to plan and reserve a spot for the registration drive. Ideally you 
should select a high-traffic area on campus like the quad, a dining hall, or outside 
the library. 

Prior to the drive, you will need to pick up, order, or print voter registration forms. 
Some states have online voter registration applications, so you could use a laptop 
or tablet for that. The process for obtaining forms varies from state to state. If you 
have questions about how to get forms, feel free to contact TPUSA for assistance. 

Advertise for your voter registration drive in as many ways as possible. Tell students 
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when and where you’ll be so they can get registered. If students need to bring 
something (photo ID, etc.) be sure to remind them in the advertisement. 

On the day of your voter registration drive arrive early to set-up your table and 
display signage. A sign that reads, “Register to vote here!” or “Are you registered to 
vote?” can help attract students to the table.

Throughout the drive be sure to follow all rules and laws. If you are returning 
completed forms for the newly registered students, be sure to submit them in the 
proper manner by the specified deadline. 

Voter registration drives are important and very beneficial for your campus, but 
they can also be complicated or confusing. If you have any questions about how to 
organize a drive please contact TPUSA for assistance. 

BRINGING A SPEAKER TO CAMPUS 
 
Bringing a conservative speaker to campus is a great way to balance dialogue on 
campus, energize your base, and provide a unique opportunity for students to meet 
the brightest minds in politics. 

Several youth organizations offer a speaker bureau service that helps connect 
students to well-known speakers who are committed to speaking at college 
campuses. Many of Turning Point USA’s staff members are also willing to speak at 
your campus! 

Selecting a speaker will depend on how much you will need to pay them (this is 
called an honorarium). In many cases, student groups can apply for grants to cover 
the honorarium fee.

In many cases these organizations will take care of the travel and lodging logistics 
for you. If you’re not working through a group, ask your speaker if he/she would 
like to book his/her own flight and hotel or if he/she would prefer your chapter do 
the purchasing and booking. It is easiest to tell your speaker you will pay their 
honorarium and an additional stipend (you decide what is appropriate based on 
hotel and flight costs) and they can take care of flight and hotel; this allows your 
speaker to fly at their convenience and stay at their preferred hotel.

When you’ve confirmed the date of the speaking engagement, but have yet to 
purchase the flight/hotel, make sure to book a room on campus. You have to have 
a place to hold your event! Every university has a different process; regardless, 
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make sure you have a space reserved. You should reserve a room that holds just 
less than your expected turn out. If you have standing-room-only, it will make your 
event look like an even greater success! 

Now that you’ve handled all the logistics, it’s time to advertise. Come up with a 
catchy title for your speaker’s lecture. Create posters and fliers and put them up 
around campus. Ask professors or departments on campus to promote the event. 
Send out email reminders to your members. 

In the case that you’re bringing a nationally known figure, contact the local paper in 
the form of a press release. (You can do a quick Google search on how to create 
one; it’s fairly simple!) Ask your speaker if they are open to doing press interviews. 
If he/she says “yes,” send out a media advisory the day prior to the event. 

On the day of the event, make sure your speaker knows not only how to get to 
campus, but how to get to the building on campus he/she will be speaking in. 
Create and print a small bulletin which includes information about your chapter, 
your speaker’s biography, and any information bout upcoming events. Show up 
an hour early and make sure the room is set up correctly. Hang your chapter’s 
Turning Point USA banner in the front of the room (if you don’t have one, you can 
order one) and set up a table with the literature about your chapter and about 
your speaker. Bring a bottle of water for your speaker and set it by the podium. It 
is common practice to break the seal on the bottle so that the speaker does not 
struggle with opening it while giving the lecture. If your speaker has requested 
to use a Powerpoint or another program, make sure all technology is working 
correctly. 

As students show up, greet them and ask them to sign in. Collecting contact 
information from your audience is a great way to find new members. During the 
event take as many pictures as possible! You will want these to use for post-event 
publicity and to remember your awesome event! 

Afterwards, take your chapter leaders and speaker to dinner (plan this ahead of 
time). This is a great way to reward your most committed members and foster 
unique and intimate discussion with your guest. At dinner, make sure to be polite 
and do not ask “too personal” of questions. Remember, you are representing 
both yourself, your chapter, and Turning Point USA as a whole. Most people who 
speak on college campuses are friends with other people who speak on college 
campuses. Put your best foot forward and create a reputation of being the best 
campus to visit! It will help your group in the long run. 



page 34  |  turning point usa HOW TO ORGANIZE “WINNING THE BATTLE ON COLLEGE CAMPUSES” 

RESOURCES 
FOR TPUSA 
CHAPTERS
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FIELD STAFF SUPPORT 
 
If you’re ever in need of advice, help, or some extra manpower for heavy lifting… 
you’re in luck. Turning Point USA has a Field Coordinator near you! 

Field Coordinators are Turning Point USA staff members whose full-time jobs are to 
help student activists (chapter leaders, Free Market Alliance members, columnists, 
etc.) succeed.

Field Coordinators are a great resource when starting a chapter. They will help 
you map out your semester, recruit new members, provide activism materials, and 
assist in executing events. Field Coordinators are always willing to speak to your 
chapter and will often have new opportunities for your members.

Don’t ever feel alone on your liberal campus… a Turning Point USA Field 
Coordinator is only a phone call or email away!

If you haven’t yet connected with a TPUSA Field Coordinator, contact  
info@turningpointusa.net, or visit our Staff Directory on the TPUSA website  
to find your local Field Coordinator.

FREE ACTIVISM SUPPLIES 
 
Student activists and student group leaders are invited to request a free activism  
kit anytime at www.turningpointusa.net/orderkits. 

Each kit includes an assortment of posters, rally signs, buttons, stickers, flyers, 
books, brochures, t-shirts, recruitment materials, and other custom supplies. 

Getting supplies in your hands is a top priority for us. We’ll ship your kit within  
12 business hours of you requesting it.

If you’d like to make a custom  
order, feel free to email our team  
at info@turningpointusa.net.  
One of our team members will  
help you design a kit that fits your 
activism needs. 
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GRAPHIC DESIGN AND PRINTING 
 
Custom Banners for Chapters 
Turning Point USA creates hundreds of custom designs for campus activism 
initiatives. Many banners, posters, and flyers can also be customized for specific 
campuses.

If your TPUSA is chapter is a registered student organization at your school, you 
may be eligible to receive a free TPUSA banner or poster with your school’s name 
on it. Please email chapters@turningpointusa.net regarding this request.

Custom Design and Printing

TPUSA is also willing to design, edit, and print materials for your chapter such 
as flyers, palm cards, banners, posters, and more. Please email chapters@
turningpointusa.net regarding your request and allow up to two (2) weeks for 
processing, designing, printing, and shipping.

ONLINE RESOURCES 
 
TPUSA offers a variety of online resources for chapters including:

• Order Form for Activism Supplies (all supplies are free for chapters)
• Digital Copies of TPUSA Publications
• Documents and Templates

- Sample Chapter Constitution
- Mission Statement
- Email Sign-Up Form

• Shirts, Coffee Mugs, and Other Swag for  
 Purchase at TPUSA’s Online Store

To access these resources visit the TPUSA website at www.turningpointusa.net. 
New resources are added on a regular basis, so be sure to check back often.

GENERAL ADVISING 
 
Turning Point USA is available to provide general advising and assistance for 
chapter leaders and student activists. For help with brainstorming, planning, 
fundraising, or anything else related to your chapter, please feel free to contact 
chapters@turningpointusa.net. 
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EXPOSING 
CAMPUS BIAS
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Every campus - including your own - has some sort of liberal bias. This could be 
in the form of a bias professor, an ideologically driven course, a waste of taxpayer 
money, or a corrupt administrator. 

Public universities are publicly funded institutions. Therefore, citizens have the 
right to demand transparency. Even private institutions are still held to a certain 
standard. Always ask questions, and always be on the look out.

One of the best ways to hold your school accountable for liberal bias is through 
media pressure. Every university wants to look good in the eyes of the public, so 
taking a watch dog approach is very effective.

When you encounter bias on campus, make sure to document it. If you can’t prove 
that it happened, it becomes your word against there’s. Depending on the situation, 
the best way to document the bias is via voice recording, video recording, or an 
email trail. 

Depending on what state you live in, it may or may not 
be legal for you to record someone in secret. Those that 
allow recording in secret are called “one party consent 
states.” The phrase “one party” means that you, the 
person filming or recording, has consented. “Two party 
consent” means that both you, and the person you are 
recording, must consent to the footage being taken.

If you aren’t sure how to handle the situation, contact a Turning Point USA Field 
Coordinator for advice.

Anna Chapman, a sophomore at the University of South Carolina, exposes liberal bias  
in her course “Introduction to Social Work Profession and Social Welfare”. The mandated 
reading includes sections such as “Conservative Extremes in the 1980’s and Early 
1990’s,” which claims Reagan “ascribed to women primarily domestic functions’ and 
failed to appoint many women to significant positions of power during his presidency.”
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Once you have documented proof of the liberal bias, keep quiet. Don’t post it 
on social media or complain to your friends. The timing and order in which the 
information is released is key. Immediately contact Turning Point USA with your 
documentation of liberal bias. Through our connections with media, it could become 
a national news story!

Once the bias is in the news, your school’s administrators will be more willing 
to listen to your complaints. Politely but firmly ask that the bias be corrected 
immediately. Chances are, many donors to the school will see the news story and 
will be upset about the bias; they will call your school to complain. This should also 
help with correcting the problem.

BONUS: If you know that your school has conservative donors, call them up and 
ask that they donate to your chapter instead of the school. You can make a lot of 
money for your student group by fundraising this way!

By following this process, your school should right its wrongs and make campus a 
more balanced environment for all students. 

In review: find bias, document the problem, send the documentation to Turning 
Point USA, ask the school to fix the problem, get donors involved and don’t let the 
issue go!



TPUSA published its second original publication in January of 2014. 
Our Campus Activism Guide provides students with essential tips 
and strategies to be successful advocates for free markets and limited 
government. Tens of thousands of copies are in the hands of students now, 
and the book is so popular that we’ve created a second edition called How to 
Organize, which will be published in 2015.

In March of 2014, TPUSA published its 3rd publication called How to 

Debate Your Teacher (and Win!) 1st Edition. This book teaches students 
how to combat liberal indoctrination in the classroom and stand up for their 
beliefs. Our goal with this publication is to empower, inspire, and train young 
people to make classrooms in America a place of intellectual diversity.

Our next publication, Capitalism Cures, presents moral arguments in 
favor of capitalism, and it describes the many ways in which capitalism has 
helped people all over the world in every social and economic class. TPUSA 
believes that capitalism is moral, just, and the very best economic system; 
Capitalism Cures defends that idea.

10 Ways Big Government Harms You discusses 10 key reasons that big 
government is harmful, especially for young people. The reasons include a 
lack of privacy, the punishment of success, and the elimination of options — 
all of which are important issues to young people who seek opportunities to 
get ahead and build a successful future.

In November of 2014, a few weeks before the premiere of the new Hunger 
Games movie, TPUSA published a one-of-a-kind publication called The 

Healthcare Games! This book talks about the dangers of government-run 
healthcare from its intrusive nature to its big government approach. 

Over 200,000 Distributed! Many more to come in 2015!

These publications were distributed on over 700 college  
campuses this fall. Our materials reached an audience that is  
usually inundated with liberal bias. We’re changing that by  
providing pro-capitalism literature that is engaging,  
informative, and clear.

tpusa publishes cutting  
edge publications



To learn more about Turning Point  
USA, or to get involved with any of  
the projects mentioned in this guide, 
please visit our website at  
www.turningpointusa.net. 

All questions should be directed to 
info@turningpointusa.net.  
Someone on our team will respond 
within 48 hours.

www.turningpointusa.net/GetInvolved

Please send checks to:
Turning Point USA

217 ½ Illinois Street

Lemont, IL 60439

For credit card donations, please visit:   
www.turningpointusa.net/support-

turning-point-usa

All donations are 100% tax-deductible. 
Turning Point USA is a 501(c)(3)  
Non-Profit Organization. 
 
For questions regarding donations 
please contact Bill Montgomery,  
Senior Advisor, at (630) 803-7076.  
 
Your support is greatly appreciated.
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Get Involved. 
Get Active. 
Join Today.

Support 
Turning
Point USA!
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